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Our Mission 
 Statement: 

 
To provide an at-

mosphere of warmth 
and safety for com-

munity growth 
through information 
and social interaction 

Friends of the  Library  

Board of Directors: 
 

President:  Open 

Vice President:  Diana Fulks 

Treasurer:   Jerry Porter 

Corresponding Secretary:        

 Lois Neff 

Secretary:  Open 

FOL  Board  Notes !! 

From the Director’s Desk… 

Dear Friends: 
 

 

Merry Christmas 
 
 
 
          and  

 
 
Blessings and best wishes to you and your families during 
the Christmas holydays and New Year holidays. 
 

Our next newsletter will be February, 2012. 
 
 

Jerry Porter 

We finished our fiscal year on 
September 30th.  I’d like to give 
you a comparison to Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2010.   We will not attempt 
to rationalize the differences, 
but just point them out.   The 
staff will evaluate certain key 
measures and look for 
“continuous improvement” op-
tions! 

 One of our disappointments 
was the drop in attendance of 
patrons in our miscellaneous 
children’s programs, including 
school tours.   FY 11 had 635 
attendees versus FY 10 2,145 
patrons. 

 One statistic that indicates 
the Library’s increased service 
efforts is in computer classes, 
1,133 versus 653 in FY 2010.   
We did have a 135% decrease in 
computer patrons, but a 168% 

increase in computer class stu-
dents. 

 An important measure is 
“materials circulated”, 
which refers to the number of 
pieces (Paper and Hard back 
books, DVDs, audio, etc.) proc-
essed (just check outs and re-
newals… doesn’t count check-
ins) by the Library.   FY11  
ended with 74,364 items circu-
lated, a 105% increase.   The  
Library operated 2,185   hours, 
so, 34 objects were rotated 
every open business hour.  

 Another sign our patronage 
is becoming more computer 
savvy is what we call Web Site 
“hits”, or the number of times 
someone accesses our web site.   
67,398 folks visited our site in 
FY 11 compared to 59,901 in FY 
10. 

 We couldn’t possibly do 
what we do without our local 
volunteers.   We saw the actual 
number of volunteers decrease 

by 18%, but the volunteer hours 
actually increased 21%, mean-
ing that fewer people put in 
more hours.   This does not in-
clude many hours that volun-
teers serve, but don’t record.   
By the way, be looking for 
news about our Volunteer 
Appreciation Banquet 
scheduled for January 
2012.    

 The Library charges for 
some of its services.   Services 
may include FAXes, making 
copies, fees for lost cards, and 
meeting room rentals.   We real-
ized a small increase in income 
for such services, but not 
enough to fund any new pro-
grams, but it will help the Li-
brary serve our Atlanta - Queen 
City patrons. 

 The Library’s budget is over 
$100,000 and revenues average 
$20,000 so we will continually 
be challenged to maintain our 
performance in FY2012, espe-
cially with the degree of state 
budget cuts. But the staff is 
committed to continue to serve 
our patrons within the level of 
available resources! 
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Christmas Season Books  
Are you interested in reading 
books pertaining to the Holi-
days?    If you are, here’s a few 
suggestions: 
 

1. ‘Twas the Bite Before 
Christmas   mystery fic-
tion about dogs, their 
trainer and a local retired 
police detective 

2. The Twelve Dogs of 
Christmas   adventures 
of 12 year-old Emma and 
her friends to  strike  down 
a “No Dogs” law.   Avail-
able in DVD and book. 

3. A 1-2-3 Christmas     
lyrics of 12 Christmas Car-
ols serve as an introduc-
tion to the numbers one to 
twelve. 

4. All Through the Night:  

A Troubleshooter 
Christmas    Romantic 
suspense fiction based 
around Christmas. 

5. An Amish Christmas      
the story of one struggling 
family’s redemption over 
an eventful holiday season 
spent with the Amish 

6. An Amish Christmas:  
December in Lancaster 
County   a Christmas 
story centered around an 
Amish family in Lancaster 
County, PA. 

7. Angela and the Baby 
Jesus  An Irish Christmas 
story - Frank McCourt 

8. Angelina’s Christmas  
Angelina and cousin Henry 
bring Christmas to a lonely 
old postman. 

9. Aunt Dimity’s Christ-
mas   Aunt Dimity solves 
the big mystery during 
Christmas in the local Eng-
lish countryside. 

10. The Berenstain Bears 
Meet Santa Bear  --  

The famous bear family 
adventure when they meet 
Santa Bear. 

11. A Berry Merry Christ-
mas   A widow finds ro-
mance during the Christ-
mas holidays 

12. The Best Christmas 
pageant Ever    the 
Herdsman clan boys and 
girls are always rip snort-
ing, smoking, troublemak-
ers wherever they go... 
until they take over the 
annual Christmas pageant.   
Also available on audio. 

13. A Betty Neels Christ-
mas   A Harlequin fiction. 

14. Blizzard   A young girl, 
sad when her friend moves 
away, rekindles her Christ-
mas spirit as her aunt tells 
her a tale of a young ice 
skater, an enchanted rein-
deer and their heartwarm-
ing story of friendship.    
 DVD 

15. A Cedar Cove Christ-
mas   Mother-to-be Mary 
Jo Wyse arrives in Cedar 
Cove on Christmas Eve, 
searching for her baby's 
father. David Rhodes had 
said he'd be in town. But 
he isn't. Which leaves 
Mary Jo stranded, preg-
nant and alone. And 
there's no room at the local 
inn....So Grace Harding 
brings Mary Jo home to 
her nearby ranch… 

 Debbie McComber 

There are 14 pages of Christ-
mas related materials for pa-
trons of all ages… check them 
out. 

Check the Library Web 
site for more titles! 

Friends   Insider Information !! 
Good News !!!       Diana 
Fulks has agreed to serve as 
Vice President of Friends 
for 2012.   She comes to us 
from the Nimble Thimble 
Quilting 
Club. 
  

 Diana’s 
p r i m a r y 
focus will 
b e  t o 
m a i n t a i n 
the  Friend’s membership 
roster.   As an organization, 
we need to know our mem-
bership in order to serve and 
work together. 

When you hear the word “GRANT”, 
what do you think of.   Maybe the post-
Civil War president?    Maybe a word 
seeking something… like “grant me a 
request”?    
 To the Library staff, particularly 
Jackie, it means a laborious process to 
apply for funds for a specific project.   
Several (two for sure!) are on her desk 
as we speak… ‘duhh write.   One per-
tains to remodeling the conference 
room and the other is the ol’ every year 
standby for the 2012 Summer Reading 
Program. 
 If you have any Grant or Technical 
Writing experience, E-mail Jerry Porter 
and maybe we help speed up the proc-
ess! 

Jerry Porter: 

gcporter70@yahoo.com 



 

   One of the all-time Christmas favorites for children.   Has your child, grand-
child or great-grandchild heard this story? 

The original story was copyrighted in 1980 by E. B. White and has made it around 
the U. S. and many countries.   It is available in printed book, audio and DVD at the 
Atlanta Library. 

Any organization is ineffective without participation of its members.   
As a group, we have let the Library and its patrons down by failing to 
live up to item #1, #5 and #6 in our Agreement.     
 Our report card:  No fund raisers in 2011 except the book sale.   
In the book sale, two ladies put in 50 - 60 hours each.   One gentleman 
put in about 40 hours.   Five ladies put in about 1-2 hours each.   All 
the other volunteer help was provided by outsiders.    

     A small group (3 - 4) of Friends could do one 
(1) fund-raiser project per year, maybe generating 
$200 to $500.   Three or four different groups do 
that and Friends could contribute another $1,000. 
      Creative fund-raising does not need to be 
dreary, exhausting, overwhelming or produce 
$10,000.   Creative fund-raising takes only 3 or 4 
committed persons for a day or two.   Keep in 
mind, any interested group has at least one per-
son (Treasurer) already dedicated to the group! 
      Friends of the Atlanta Library  will continue 

its mission.   It’s your responsibility to make it an effective 
association to be proud of. Real Book Reviews by Unshelved     

The Tarnished Eye  by Judith Guest, Mark Bramhall, Anne Marie Lee - 2004 
 

The Norbois are just another typical rich family who summer in the town of Blessed, near 
Lake Michigan. The upper middle class parents and four children are friendly enough to the 

locals but generally keep their distance. When a handyman notices something unusual on 
their property, Sheriff DeWitt discovers that the entire family has been slaughtered and 
left to rot in their vacation home. The sheriff struggles with the horrendous crime while 

still trying to cope with a personal tragedy. Suspects from the family's past as well as 
the local townspeople provide more questions than answers.   The story is based on murders 

that occurred in Michigan in the 1960’ s. 
 

Library Call numbers: F GUE 

Subjects:  Summer Resorts, Rich people, Michigan, Sheriffs  … … Available in large print 

Let’s Look at 2012 ! 
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Kid’s  Corner …….. 

Continued from last month…. 
     The Bylaws do not outline individual mem-
ber responsibilities, but the third document 
does.   The document is a “Memorandum 
of Understanding, dated January 17th, 
2008.   It specifically states the following:    The 
Friends agree to… 

1. Publicly support the Library and its policies. 
2. Include a member from the Library’s administration (Jackie Icenhower) 
3. All monies raised be spent for Library programs, services and defined 

needs… 
4. Library administration has final say in accepting/declining any and all 

gifts made to the Library. 
5. Engage in advocacy efforts on behalf of the Library under guidance of 

the Library and Library Advisory Board. 
6. If they (Friends) cease to actively fundraise and promote the Library, 

they will disband allowing for a new Friends group to be established… 

Wilbur, the pig, is desolate when he discovers that he is destined to 
be the farmer's Christmas dinner until his spider friend, Charlotte, 
decides to help him…. Talk about communicating via Web before 
folks even heard of the Internet! 

http://lindaojohnston.com/books/beaglemania.htm
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oGdbYWM7tOIDcAUuhXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB2Z2UxYmVxBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA3NrMQR2dGlkA1ZJUDEyMF8yNDc-/SIG=1vv7g202d/EXP=1320919958/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253


 

2011 is winding down.   Before 

you know it, Thanksgiving, Black 
Friday, Advent, then Christmas, 
2011 will be history and we will 
be welcoming in 2012. 

 But it’s never too early to 
start thinking about Uncle Sam’s 
due.   In the last year or so, all of 
us have seen a lot in the media 
about bankruptcy, repossessions  
and foreclosures.   Various firms 
advertise about paying off long-
term credit card debt for a sub-

stantial reduction. 

 However, what does the IRS 
think about that?    As you might 
expect, they are keenly inter-
ested! 

 There are numerous contin-

gencies attached to handling such 
debt cancellation.   The IRS will 
look at whether the debt was 
“Recourse” or “Nonrecourse” and  
a multitude of exceptions and ex-
clusions, all of which are too de-
tailed to go into a full explanation 
in the Newsletter. 

 Suffice to say at this time, if 
you know someone who surren-
dered property or debt instead of 
paying for it, advise them not to 
ignore it, even if they don’t an 
immediate notice.   Many credi-

tors will “sell” their debt to 
others, keeping the debt 
“alive” for years.   Then all 
of a sudden the debtor gets 
a notice in the mail.   If a 
forgiven debtor uses a tax 
service, have them inform 
their tax professional!  

  

So Whats new ?  …. in Books that is…. 

Tax  Time !!  don’t fret...you still  have lot’s of time 
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Large PrintLarge Print  
 A Summer Smile 

 Iris Johansen 

 The First Mountain 
Man, Preacher’s As-
sault 

 William W. Johnstone 

 South by Southwest: A 
Western Story 

 Johnny D. Boggs 
 

MP 3 

 Longarm in the Luna-

tic Mountains 
 Tabor Evans 

 Grizzly Fury 

 Jon Sharpe 

   

   

Young NonYoung NonYoung Non---

fictionfictionfiction   

 Bears of Katmai:  

Alaska’s Famous  
Brown Bears 

 Mathias Breiter 

 Complete Book of Di-

nosaurs: the Ultimate. 
 Dougal Dixon 

 Earth: the Biography 

 Iain S. Stewart 

 Giant Pandas 

 John Seidensticker 

 Global Safari 

 James Parry 

 Snow Monkeys 

 Heather Angle 

 Venomous Animals of 

the World 
 Stephen Backshall 
 

Non fiction 

 Office 2007 for Dum-
mies 
 Wally Wang 

 Sermon on the Mount:  
the Key to Success... 
 Emmet Fox 

 Battle at Sea: 3000 
Years of Naval Warfare 
 R. G. Grant 

 Homeschooling and 
Loving It 
 Rebecca Kochenderfer 

 An Illustrated History 
of Texas Forts 
 Rod Timanus 

 Predator:  Life and 
Death in the African Bush
 Mark C. Ross 

 The World Encyclope-
dia of Trees 
 Tony Russell 
   

 Continued on next page! 

What the TV commercials DON’T 
tell you is that although you may be 
relieved of the debt, there may be 
some serious tax consequences.   The 
g e n e r a l  t e r m  i s  c a l l e d 
“Cancellation of Debt” and you 
probably will get a statement (Form 
1099-C) from the debt holder 
(creditor). 

Remember, 
this list is only 

a partial  
showing of all 
the new books 
received by the 

Library !! 



 

Charles Steger—President 
Kathy Peacock—Publicity Chair 
Post Office Box 880 
Atlanta, TX  75551 
(903) 796-4456 (Charles) 
(903) 796-6662 (Kathy) 
 

 The resources housed in the up-
per floor are property of the Atlanta 
Public Library, but are maintained 
by both the Cass County Family His-
tory Center (CCFHC) and the Cass 
County Genealogy Society (CCGS).   
They are available for research, but 
can NOT be checked out! 
 

The Cass County Ge-
nealogical Society will 

meet Tuesday, December 
13th, 6:00 p.m., at Horne 

Enterprise Building, 
Pinecrest Drive at South 
Louise, Atlanta, Texas.  
 

 N o  program i s 
planned, but guests are 
asked to bring a gift of $5 
and under for the 
“Chinese Gift Swap.”  
Also, members are asked 
to bring a gift of guests 
are invited, as well as a 
covered dish of food. 

 The CCGS collects historical pic-
tures of families, schools, churches, 
businesses, events, etc.   The individu-
als donating copies have many pic-
tures which are unidentified.  For ex-
ample, we had a donated picture of 
Huffines School students, circa 
1905.   Anyone  knowledgeable of 
Huffines history, we need your help 
identifying them!   

 In the Genealogy Section upstairs, 
we have a book that we put copies of 
unidentified  pictures.  Amazingly, 
some have been identified.  We invite 
the public to come by anytime to look 
at these pictures.  Also, when we get 
our new website up, we plan to put 
these pictures on the site for viewing 
and identifying. 

Educational 
 The Real ACT 

Guide: the Only Of-
ficial Prep Guide 
from the Makers of 
the ACT 

     Various contributors 
 

Audio ------> 

 American Sucker 
     David Denby 

 Cosmopolitan: A 
Bartender’s Life 

  Toby Cecchini 

 Fatal Tide 
     Iris Johansen 

 Johnny Angel 
     Danielle Steel 

 Mission Flats 
     William Landay 

What’s New in books 

Genealogy and Cass County Genealogical Society 
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Non fiction 

 World Ocean Census: 
A Global Survey…. 
 Darlene Crist 

 Classical Music: the 
Great Composers…. 
 John Stanley 

 The First World War 
 Robin Prior 

 The Nile 
 Kazuyoshi Nomachi 

 Texas Tornado: the 
Times & Music of Doug 
Sham 
 Jan Reid 
 Lone Stars III: Texas 
Quilts Today 
 Karey Bresenhan 

 The Rescue 
  Nicholas Sparks 

 The Sinister Pig 
     Tony Hillerman 

 Shop Girl 
     Steve martin 

 Trojan Odyssey 
     Clive Cussler 
     David Hosp 
     Vince flynn 

 Lando 
     Louie L’Amour 
     

 

 

 Christmas time is a time for 
families coming together and 
take pictures to remember in 
the future.  It is also an oppor-
tunity to bring older pictures 
to view and identify those not 
known.  One should always 
make it a habit to write the in-
formation on the back of the 
pictures immediately after de-
veloped. 

The Cass County Genea-
logical Society wishes each 
and everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy, and Prosperous New 
Year! 



 

 

 Monday Evenings - -- game night 6:00 PM 6:00 PM 6:00 PM till 8:00 PM8:00 PM8:00 PM  

 Tuesdays at 10:00 AM  10:00 AM  10:00 AM  - - - Nimble Thimble Quilt Club  

 Thursday, 12/01 at 3:00 PM  3:00 PM  3:00 PM  - - - NO FOL Board Meeting till Board vacancies filled  

 Thursday, 12/01 at 4:00 PM  4:00 PM  4:00 PM  - - - APL Advisory Board  Meeting  

 Tuesday, 12/13  at 6:00 PM  6:00 PM  6:00 PM  - - - Cass County Genealogical Society meeting, (Every 2nd Tues)  

 Thursday, 12/15 at 4:00 PM 4:00 PM 4:00 PM - - - No Regular Friends membership meeting due to Christmas  

 Thursday, 12/22 at 5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM - - - Library closes early for Christmas  

    Friday, 12/23 - Monday, 12/26   - - - Closed for Christmas   

 Monday, 01/01/2012    thru thru thru Saturday, 01/07/2012- - - Closed for annual inventory  

 Misc days 12/01 thru 12/18 anytime between 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM - --Organizing books for 2012 

book Sale in Library basement  

 Beach Lane 
 Sherryl Woods 

 Bonecrack 
 Dick Francis 

 Come to Grief 
 Dick Francis 

 Deadwood Gulch 
 William W. Johnstone 

 Dream West 
 David Nevin 

 Driftwood Cottage     
 Sherryl Woods 

 Hidden Currents 
 Christine Feehan 

 Lord of the Manor 
 Shari Anton 

 The Naughty List 
 Donna Kauffman 

 The Promised War: A... 
 Thomas Greanis 

 Slaughter Trail    
 William W. Johnstone 

 The Inn at Eagle Point 
 Sherryl Woods 

 Envy: A Novel of Fallen 
 J. R. Ward 

 The Best of Me 
 Nicholas Sparks 

 Bonnie 
 Iris Johansen 

 Christmas Stories: …. 
 Max Lucado 

 Eyes Wide Open: A 
Novel 

 Andrew Gross 

 A False Mirror 
 Charles Todd 

 The Fifth Witness:  A ... 
 Michael Connelly 

 First the Dead 
 Tim Downs 

 Hidden History 
 Melody Carlson 

 Hornet’s Nest 
 Patricia D. Cornwell 

 Lethal 
 Sandra Brown 

 A Meeting at Corvallis 
 S. M. Stirling 

 No Greater Sacrifice 
 John C. Stipa 

 

Easy Books  
 

 No new listings this 
month 

 
 

 See the  
Christmas Book 

Section  
on Page 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 

DVD’s 

 No new listings this month 
 

Calendar of Events………..at the Library 
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What else is New in books—fiction! 
           Paper Backs                          Hard backsPaper Backs                          Hard backs 



 

 

Series,  sequels  and  stories  !!!! 
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About our Organization…….  Friends 

 Create public support for an 
expanding library program 

 Intensify Atlanta’s awareness 
and use of the Library 

 Encourage gifts, endowments 
and memorials for the Li-
brary 

 Aid in public relations by in-
forming Atlanta patrons 

about the Library’s services 
and programs; communicat-
ing the needs of Atlanta to 
the Staff and Library Board. 

.45 Caliber by Peter Brandvold 

Follow Cuno Massey from his early days 
through to his latest adventure.   His 
early life starts out with the loss of his 
family to a band of killers, then his new, 
expectant bride is taken from him.   After 
he settles accounts with the murderers, 
he has to dodge bounty hunters. 

 Finally he gets his past behind him 

and becomes a successful businessman, 
only to lose his partner and friend to an 
outlaw gang that has kidnapped a young 
Chinese woman. 

 In his latest adventures, he can’t 
seem to find peace and quiet.   Always 
the hero, he helps an elderly rancher 
fight off bad guys and lately an out-
gunned Marshall defending a prison 
wagon. 

 The Library has three of this series! 



 Friends News 

To our Friends at: 

 

 

 

 
                                   See you at the Library !!! 
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Friends of the Atlanta Public Library 
101 West Hiram Street, Atlanta, TX  75551 

 

Membership   Form 
 

Please Print! 

Name: ____________________________________________________    Phone:  (_____) - _________ - _____________ 

Mailing address: _____________________________________________________   E-mail: _______________________ 

City: _______________________________________________  State: ________________  Zip: ______________________ 
 

Please check one box! 
                                             

 Individual  $5.00                Family  $10.00              Business/Organization  $25.00 
 

    Please mail the Newsletter.   $5.00 extra is enclosed to cover postage! 
 

    Please do NOT mail the Newsletter. 

Friends of the LibraryFriends of the Library  
101 West Hiram101 West Hiram  
Atlanta, Texas,  75551Atlanta, Texas,  75551  


