
so thin. 

Thank you to the ones who 
drop in to help when they 
have the time. You are a 
breath of fresh air and some-
times your fresh eyes help us 
notice things that have been 
overlooked. Your visits always 
bring a smile to our lips and 
add a little pep to our step. 
 

Thank you to those who do-
nate books. You are a bless-
ing to our library. 
 

Thank you to the Library 
Board. You are always there 
to help make the important 
decisions regarding our li-
brary and the rules and regu-
lations that keep it running 
smoothly. Without your 
knowledge and time, it would 
be impossible to continue 
running as smoothly as we do. 
 

Thank you to the Friends 
Board and all its members. 
You are the lifeblood of the 

Hello everyone. We are, once 
again, entering the last month of 
the year. The time of year for 
happy faces, presents, eggnog and 
Santa. 
 

Jackie was kind enough to let me 
write the article for this month. 
So I would like to say a big 
THANK YOU for all that you 
have done this year. 
 

There are so many people, that I 
will not try to name them. But I 
would like to thank the ones who 
jumped in and helped during 
summer reading this year. There 
were a couple of breathless weeks 
that, because of YOU, they were 
not only survived, but we all had a 
laugh when it was over with. 
 

Thank you to the ones who 
come in here on a scheduled 
basis and help with the mun-
dane, everyday chores, you are 
appreciated more than you will 
ever know. You help free some of 
our time so that we are not spread 

library. Without you, things 
slow down. You are always 
there to create ways of sup-
plying us with items that 
would otherwise be impossi-
ble to get. Your help and sup-
port are without measure. 
 

And last, thank you to the 
patrons. You are truly the 
lifeblood of the library. With-
out you, we would cease to 
exist. We encourage both 
praise and critique from you. 
Our job is to make you happy 
to the best of our ability. 
 

My hat is off to all of you. 
Thank you for being my 
friend and making my life just 
a tad better and easier this 
last year. Merry Christmas to 
all of you and a very Blessed 
New Year. 

 Tammie 
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Our Mission 
 Statement: 

 
To Provide an at-

mosphere of warmth 
and safety for Com-

munity Growth 
through information 
and social interaction 

Friends of the  Library 

Board of Directors: 
 

President:  Teresa Cutchall 

Vice President:  Kelley Moore 

Treasurer:  Ellen Doran 

Corresponding Secretary:        

 Lois Neff 

Secretary:  Jerry Porter 

Our President’s Ponderings aaaa 

From the Director’s Desk… 

To our Friends of the Library: 

 2010 is about to close!   2011 is just around the corner.   It 
almost seems like yesterday when everyone was worried 
about Y2K (2000) and the potential “crashing” of the com-
puter world because all the “puter” calendars would think it 
was 1900.    Where does time go? 
 

The Friends of the Library Board would like to take this 
opportunity to wish our membership the very merriest of all Christ-
mases and the happiest of all New Years! 
 

We have many opportunities to help our Library, its staff and the 
Atlanta library patronage in general in the upcoming new year.   A 
number of possible program and asset upgrades or expansions lie 
waiting in the wings; and if they come to fruition, will provide in-
creased services to Cass County patrons.   They also will provide 
an occasion (or two) for you to help in an area of interest to you.   
We all are looking forward to 2011! 

Jackie,  Teresa,  Kelley,  Ellen,  Lois,  Jerry 



November we discussed our Web 
site‟s “Home Page”….. Now let‟s look at 
the second (from the top) brownish 
“link box”.   All the link boxes are lo-
cated on the left side of the opening 
(Home) page of our Site.   That box 
links you to the Library‟s catalogue 
search page (See left picture). 
 It does not contain any fur-
ther link boxes, but does contain 
three (3) search criteria boxes.   You 
would use this page to see if the Li-

brary has a specific book, specific type of book or any books of a general nature, 
such as westerns, romance novels, mystery etc.   In the 1st box, you simply type in 
a book type {westerns} or a title, if you know it.   The 2nd box contains a “drop-
down” list that further defines your search by telling the computer if the informa-
tion in the 1st box is general {ALL}, an author, a certain subject matter (maybe 

„dogs‟), a book title, etc..   The 3rd box lists what kind of book, such as audio, hardback, eBook, DVD, etc.   Once 
completed, click on the far right “GO” button and in a few seconds,  the results screen will appear.   Some indi-
vidual books will have its picture on the right. 
 The results page is really a series of pages.   If you typed “western”, you would get 54 pages of results.   The 
bottom of the results page tells you what page (of how many pages) you are on and contains the navigation (or 
surfing) links to go to the next page or go back toward the beginning. 
 Well, what happens if you find a book that you want?      Look us up in January‟s newsletter and we‟ll let you 
know.   You have to have a Library Card, because the system will want you to “Log In”, and we don‟t mean with a 
chain saw! 

Atlanta Public Library Web Site…   Atlantalib.com  
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Do you feel operating com-
puters is like fighting a lion? 
Come by the Library and one 
of the staff will help you.   If 
you visit after 3:00 PM, ask for 
Sydni, she’s a guru-whiz! 

The Newsletter Editor wishes to 

apologize to Sydni for misspelling 

her last name in No-

vember.   Her properly 

spelled name is Sydni 

Goza! 

Book Signing !!!!! 
Herschel Hill, born in the Knight’s 
Bluff area of Cass County, shares 
his experiences on a small fam-
ily farm, in a one-room, one-
teacher school, a small commu-
nity church, and his life in Cass 
County during his adolescent 
years.   He relates how farmers 
across the south struggled to 
survive the Great Depression 
years of the 30’s until World War 
II. 
 Born in 1932 to Grayden and 
Ester Brown Hill, he schooled at 
Knight’s Bluff and then Atlanta.   
He’s reputed to be the youngest 
graduate of Atlanta High School 
at 14. 
 He’s currently retired in Taylor, 
TX to be near his daughter and 
family after two careers as an 
engineer and then as a small 
business owner.   He has au-
thored five (5) books since retir-
ing.    
 Come by and visit Herschel 
on Friday, December 10th be-
tween 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM 
and Saturday, December 11th 
between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM. 

How often do you watch movies? 
How much do you pay for them?    Do you rent them from 
the “Red Box”?   Do you download them from an Internet 
provider?   Well, I’ve got news for you~~~ if you have a 
library card and pay anything for a movie, you’ve PAID TOO 
MUCH!     Also, do you know if the movie is in stock before you go 

to rent it?   The Library has an excellent stocking of current and past favorites, 
and all kinds, like westerns, adventure, sci-fi, romance, chil-
dren :::: you name it.   Check out the Library’s web-based 
catalogue (see this month’s article) and even reserve it 
online, so it’ll be there when you go to get it.    Personalized 
service doesn’t get any better. 



Last month we told 
you about  this special 
two-day event and 
Sarah  Johnson agreed 
to oversee the pro-
gram…. So great things 
are in store for At-
lanta’s youth (or at 
least those who come!) 

 The program will 
take place on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, De-
cember 28th and 29th.    
All plans are pretty 
well finalized, and  
burgers and drinks will 

be provided, at least on the 
29th.   Friends will also pro-
vide supplies and materials 
for kids to making some 
crafts, for writing stories; and 
perhaps, making 2011 calen-
dars.    Most of the “crafty” 
activities will happen on the 
28th, and the youth will 
“dramatize” their stories on 
the 29th.   Volunteer help will 
assist in ensuring a fun-filled 
two days. 

 The program will enlist 
willing older  children’s help 
in acting out  special stories. 

 P o o o o h h h , 
who says Hollywood has 
the corner on acting 
skills! 

 Come by and see 
what’s happening. 

Sometimes a large group of young people join Sarah during her Tuesday 
evening Story Time, and other times, just a small group shows up.    What-

ever the number, Sarah always reads (or lets the children 
read) with the same enthusiasm.   What draws children to Story Time?    Let’s hear what one 
young lady has to say! 

 Her name is Kylah Cordell, she is six (6) years old, is in the first 
grade at the Queen City elementary school, her teacher is Ms Maxwell 
and her Mom is Barbara Cordell.    Kylah has a big brother (10) who 
is nice, but sometimes teases her, just a little bit.   Her favorite 
flower is the rose and her favorite bird is the bluebird.    She has 
four (4) dogs at home… Bubba, Bazooka, Barkley (all boys) and 
Abby (a girl)!    When asked to use one word to describe herself, Kylah  
chose “happy”! 

 Why does she come to Story Hour?   She said it is fun, because 
she likes to read and listen to stories.   Her Mom reads (and listens) to 
her.   However, she felt it would be even more fun if her friends 
came with her.   She also believes that Story Time will help her in 
school, especially since reading is her favor- ite school subject.    Her 
teacher doesn’t know she attends Story Time, but Kylah may tell 
her.    During her sharing (interview) session, she stated her least favorite school activity was computer 
workstations.   Why? You might ask.   They don’t have enough games on them (school computer worksta-
tions).   Kylah was brought to Story time by her friend Sharon Davenport.   Thank you Sharon and thank you 
Kylah for being such a good visitor! 

Real Book Reviews by Sydni….. 

   Betrayed        by P. C. and Kristin Cast 

Fledgling vampyre (correct spelling per the book!) Zoey Redbird has finally settled in the House 

of Night, the finishing school for vampyres marked by the goddess 
Nyx.   She’s even managed to find herself a boyfriend .... or two.     
Then disaster strikes! 

 Suddenly and mysteriously, the people she left behind in her 
old life are being killed and all evidence points to …… you 
guessed it ~~~ the House of Night!    What happens?    Who 
did the evil deed?    Once the mystery is solved, can Zoey go 
back to her school?   What a lot of questions… 

 Follow Zoey’s roller coaster ride through the House of 

Night  series.   Check out the first book ”Marked” 
today. 

Not-so-Late Breaking News:  Special Reading Program for Children !!! 
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Kid’s  Corner  by Sarah 

Sarah Johnson 

Have you read an exciting book from the 

Library and would like to submit a book 

review?    E-mail it to Jerry Porter at    

gcporter@prodigy.net   

It’s NOT a rumor.  
It’s going to happen! 

Bring any and all chil-
dren you know.   It’ll 
be a great two days 



We are going to talk about SURPRISES and the 5—P formula. 
  Do you like surprises?    What if the surprise is from the Internal Revenue 
Service, such as “Surprise !!!!  You owe us $1,000.”  To the rescue comes 
the 5—P formula….  Which is:  Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance 
(i.e. surprises). 

 The IRS provides a convenient worksheet as part of its W-4 Withholding 
form.   The Form has a front and back to use depending on whether you want to 
accept your standard deduction or itemize your deductions. 

 Notice that the W-4 does not actually show the amount of tax withheld.    It 
shows how many withholding allowances you are claiming; and do not confuse 
that with the number of exemptions you expect to claim on your tax return.   
There are a set of tables in IRS Pub 15 which tells the employer or withholding 
entity how much actual money to keep out. 

 The planning process is a bit too long to go into detail in the newsletter, but 
you can download a W-4 from the IRS Website and the instructions are con-
tained on the Form.    Now when you “search” the site for W-4, you will see presented multiple W-4’s with different 
letters after “4”, such as W-4P or W-4S, etc.    The different forms are for different incomes such as wages, social 
Security, pensions, etc.   Download the right W-4!.  

 Obviously, the first step, even before getting the form, is to plan what you want.    A big refund?     Barely 
break even?    Want to owe some money?    (Be sure to remember if you underpay by a certain amount, you will 
owe a fine as well as the balance due)! 

 Follow the steps on the Form and it will even tell you if you need to withhold a few dollars extra per pay period 
to bring you very close to what you want. 

 Now, assuming there is no major change in your financial picture during the year…. NO SURPRISES !! 

Whats new in Books… that is 

Tax  Tips………………. 
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Listed books 

represent only 

a fraction of 

new  titles actu-

ally received by 

the library 

Large PrintLarge Print  
 Happy Ever After 

 Nora Roberts 

 Cold Dawn 
 Carla Neggers 

 Invincible 
 Joan Johnston 

 Saturday Morning 
 Lauraine Snelling 

 Unlocked 
 Karen Kingsbury 

 Chasing Lilacs 
 Carla Stewart 

 Monster in Miniature 
 Margaret Grace 

 Toast Mortem 
 Claudia Bishop 

 Lead Pipe Cinch 

 Christy Evans   

Young AdultYoung AdultYoung Adult   

 Stranger and Stranger 

 Rob Reger 

 Romeo and Juliet & 

Vampires 
 Claudia Gabel 

 Flight of Shadows 

 Sigmund Brouwer 

 No Safe Place 

 Deborah Ellis 

 Girl Parts 

 John Cusak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DVD’s 

 Johah Hex 

 The Karate Kid 

 Barbie:  A Fashion… 

 Iron Man 2 
 
 

 
 



Kathy Peacock—Director 

Post Office Box 825 

Linden, TX  75563 

(903) 756-5181 (Linden) 

(903) 796-6662 (Atlanta) 
 

 The resources housed in the 
upper floor are property of the 
Atlanta Public Library, but are 
maintained by both the Cass 
County Family History Center 
(CCFHC) and the Cass County Ge-
nealogy Society (CCGS).   They are 
available for research, but can not 
be checked out! 
 In addition to resources de-
scribed in November’s newsletter, 
the Genealogy Section has many 
out-of-state assets.    Since most of  
our local families came from the 
southern routes, there is a heavy 
concentration of books on Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala-

bama, Georgia, North and South 
Carolina and Tennessee.   The 
Center also has an excellent collec-
tion on the Native American/
Oklahoma and African-American 
church programs. Another small 
room houses shelf after shelf of 
military history. 
 The Center contains “how to” 
r e s e a r c h 
sources and a 
h i s t o r y  o f 
names.    There 
are some books 
on European 
g e n e a l o g y .   
Plans are un-
derway to add 
Hispanic re-
search sys-
tems. 
 Vertical files 
reside in the 

Center with information sorted by 
name, county and state.   The Cen-
ter also provides archiving for local 
families .   They can drop by, have 
their historical pictures, docu-
ments, letters, etc scanned for 
preservation.   The information may 
pertain to families, businesses, 
churches, schools, festivals, military and so on.    The CCGS is working on a 

new Web site and will be linked into Texas 
A&M—Commerce on their digitization history 
of the County. 
     Anyone can access the Library catalog from 
their home computer.   (See the article on page 
2) to see all the books in the Genealogy Sec-
tion.    This access is supplemented with a link 
to the Texas State 
Archives, which is 
connected to Heri-
tage Quest, a re-
search publication.   
You do need to be a 
“carded” Library 
patron to use the 

above-listed resources online! 

Non fiction 

 Travels in Siberia 
 Ian Frazier 

 In the Still of the Night: 
the Strange Death of 
Ronda Reynolds…. 
 Ann Rule 

 The Women’s Health Big 
Book of Exercises 
 Adam Campbell 

 
 

audio 

 Wrecked 
     Carol Higgins 

 In the Company of 
Others:  A Father 
Tim Novel 

 Jan Karon 
 

The above book is also 
available in Large Print 
and  Hardback fiction! 

What’s New in books 

The United States Marine Corps Reserve is spon-

soring the local Toys for Tots gift drive again this 

year!   They have placed two collection boxes in the main library area for library patron use.   The program coor-

dinator is Sergeant Aaron Montalvo.   If you have questions about what toys to donate (other than they must be 

NEW, UNWRAPPED toys), the main desk has his card with a 

phone number.   The “unwrapped” requirement pertains to 

Christmas wrapping.   The toy may be given in its manufac-

tured wrapping, box, plastic, etc.   You 

need not remove it from its container to 

place in the donation box.   Your generos-

ity will make a number of children’s Christ-

mas much brighter! 
 

See a related program See a related program See a related program 
“Special Ops:  Military Santa”  “Special Ops:  Military Santa”  “Special Ops:  Military Santa”  
on Page 7on Page 7on Page 7   

Genealogy and Cass County Historical Commission 
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Children  

 The Cat’s pajamas 
     Wallace Edwards 

 Interupting Chicken 
  David Stein 

 Chicken Big 
     Keith Graves 

 Art & Max 
     David Wiesner 

 A Bedtime for Mr 
Bear 

  Bonny Becker 
 

 Toys  for   Tots 

The CCGS will 
meet at 6:00 PM 
December 14th, 
at Horne Enter-
prise Building, 
South Louis at 
Pinecrest Drive in 
Atlanta.   Installa-
tion of new offi-
cers and announc-
ing the winner of 
the Myrline Bow-
m a n  a w a r d .             
 Members are 
asked to bring 
finger food.    No 
gifts, please! 
   Fund raiser 
auction will be 
conducted. 



   Monday Evenings - -- game night 6:00 PM 6:00 PM 6:00 PM till 8:00 PM8:00 PM8:00 PM   

 Tuesdays at 10:00 AM  10:00 AM  10:00 AM  - - - Nimble Thimble Quilt club & classes  

 Tuesdays at 4:00 PM  4:00 PM  4:00 PM  - - - Youth/Family Reading time with Sarah Johnson  

 Thursday, 12/2 at 3:00 PM  3:00 PM  3:00 PM  - - - FOL Board Meeting ,,,, open to membership  

 Saturday, 12/4  at 2:00 PM  2:00 PM  2:00 PM  - - - Christmas parade  

 Friday - Saturday, 12/9 - 12/10  Christmas Holiday Sale/Bazaar (and book signing)  

 Tuesday, 12/14 at 6:00 PM  6:00 PM  6:00 PM  - - - CCGS Meeting at Horne Enterprises  

 Thursday, 12/16 - - - NONONO regular Friends membership meeting in December  

 Friday - Saturday, 12/24-12/25 - - - Christmas Weekend »»»»  Library Closed  

 Tuesday/Wednesday 12/28 & 29 (all day both days!)  - - - Special youth program  

 Thursday 01/13/2011, 6:30 PM  6:30 PM  6:30 PM  - - - Volunteer Banquet  

 The Black Prism 
 Brent Weeks 

 Miss You Most of All 
Elizabeth Bass 

 Happy Ever After 
 Nora Roberts 

 Towers of Midnight 
 Robert Jordan 

 Unlocked 
 Karen Kingsbury 

 Fall of giants 
 Ken Follett 

 Exley 
 Brock Clark 

 Laughed ‘Til He Died 
 Carolyn Hart 

 Hangman 
 Faye Kellerman 

 Holly Blues 
 Susan Albert 

 Take Four 
 Karen Kingsbury 

 Crescent Dawn 
 Clive Cussler 

 The Fall 
 Guillermo Del Toro 

 Cross Fire 
 James Patterson 

 Hell’s Corner 
 David Baldacci 

 Wrangler in Petticoats 
 Mary Connealy 

 A Man’s Heart 
 Lori Copeland 

 Chasing the Night 
 Iris Johansen 

 Freedom 
 Jonathan Franzen 

 Love is Grand 
 Annalisa Daughety 

 Unlocked 
 Karen Kingsbury 

 The Lightkeeper’s 

Bride 
 Colleen Coble 

 Claim 
 Lisa T Bergren 

 Sing 
 Lisa T Bergren 

 The Mischief of the Mis-

tletoe 
 Lauren Willig 

 Daughter of Darkness 
 V. C. Andrews 

 The Confession 
 John Grisham 

 Hometown Ties 
 Melody Carlson 

 Immanuel’s Veins 
 Ted Dekker 

 Great House 
 Nicole Krauss 

 Fireworks Over Toccoa 
 Jeffrey Stepakoff 

 The Templar Salvation 
 Raymond Khoury 

 The Twelfth Imam 
 Joel Rosenberg 

 Revolution 
 Jennifer Donnelly 

 The Hot Box 
 Zane 

 Warlord 
 Ted Ball 

 Dark Peril:  A Carpa-

thian Novel 
 Christine Feehan 

 An Amish Christmas 
 Cynthia Keller 

 Grace:  A Christmas 

Sisters of the Heart 
Novel 

 Shelley Gray 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events………..at the Library 
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What else is New in books—fiction! 



This month, we will look at the 
Jan Karon series. 

 It’s collectively called the 
Mitford Series.   The series is 
about an Episcopalian Priest 
named Father Tim.   It starts 
out with him as a bachelor 
with a parish church in Mit-
ford, somewhere in the Caro-
lina mountains.   The series 
follows him to different par-
ishes, different adventures 
and different challenges. 

 Early in the Series, he has 
a newly divorced woman move 
in next door with a cat.   He 

has a dog!   Can you imagine 
what fun that causes?   Only a 
hedgerow separates their 
houses.   She is a successful 
author (and artist) of  chil-
dren’s books. 

 It takes Father Tim a few 
books, but he finally falls in 
love with his neighbor, they 
marry and she is with him for 
the rest of the series. 

 Jan does an excellent job 
of weaving attention-holding 
Christian inspiration, humor, 
mystery and suspense into a 
group of novels that are not 

overly heavy and dreary in com-
plicated, interwoven plots and 
emotionally draining personality 
conflicts.   The novels are not the 
“to be continued” type and each 
book is complete in itself.   So 
you don’t have to get the next 
story in line to see how the one 
you’re reading ends. 

 Jan has written other nov-
els that dovetail off the Mitford 
Series about Father Tim that are 
very enjoyable as well. 

 Check out the Library’s Web site for a com-
plete listing of available novels in hardback, paper-
back and audio versions! 

Library  Humor !!!i 

Series,  sequels  and  stories  !!!! 
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About our Organization…….  Friends 

 Create public support for an 
expanding library program 

 Intensify Atlanta’s awareness 
and use of the Library 

 Encourage gifts, endowments 
and memorials for the Li-
brary 

 Aid in public relations by in-

forming Atlanta about the 
Library’s services and pro-
grams; communicating the 
needs of Atlanta to the Staff 
and Library Board. 

The Library is sponsoring our Troops for Christmas this year.   
The recipients are expected to receive nothing from home.   Consider donating the following or cash (to pay 
for postage), all of which must be received by December 4th. 
Bags of candy Gum Peanut butter Sunflower seeds Beef (only) jerky Water bottles Drink flavorings Canned meat 
Jelly Crackers Sunblock Instant coffee  Hot chocolate Fleece blankets DVDs/CD’s  Baseball/ glove 
Breath mints Comic bks Christmas cards Plastic Christmas ornaments Micro wave Pop corn  Cereal  Granola bars 
Gift cards Phone cards  Brn (only)Long sleeve T-shirts Black (only) stocking caps Peanut butter or cheese crackers 

Books will be donated by the Library 

Special Ops:  Military Santa 



Friends News 

To our Friends at: 

 

 

 

 
                                   See you at the Library !!! 
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Friends of the Atlanta Public Library 
101 West Hiram Street, Atlanta, TX  75551 

 

Membership   Form 
 

Please Print! 

Name: ____________________________________________________    Phone:  (_____) - _________ - _____________ 

Mailing address: _____________________________________________________   E-mail: _______________________ 

City: _______________________________________________  State: ________________  Zip: ______________________ 

 

Please check one box! 
                                             

 Individual  $5.00                Family  $10.00              Business/Organization  $25.00 

Friends of the LibraryFriends of the Library  
101 West Hiram101 West Hiram  
Atlanta, Texas,  75551Atlanta, Texas,  75551  


